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child must be made to finish the sum on which he is working.
In the same way, we must, we cannot but, complete the swadeshi
jajna which we have undertaken. Our loss of interest comes from
our inadequacy and ignorance. We do not know the price that
swaraj demands or, if we do, we are not ready to pay it. Our love
of Khilafat goes no further than attending meetings and contri-'
buting money. If this is how things stand, we shall never get swa-
raj. Before we can get it, we shall have to be hard workers and give
up our love of meetings, processions and speeches. If we think that
there is still need for such playthings, we must admit that swaraj
is far off.
VOLUNTARY OBEDIENCE
A friend put to me the following questions:
QUESTION :   Shall we need some laws under swaraj?
ANSWER:   Yes, we shall.
If so, surely people will have to respect them?
Of course, but they will do so willingly. The laws will have
been enacted with their consent and will, therefore, be readily res-
pected. Does this surprise you in any way?
To be sure, yes.    I must admit I have my doubts about this.
I asked him why he said this.
From experience.
That startled me. I asked: Kindly tell me what you mean,
I feel disturbed.
Let us see* Twenty thousand persons passed the resolution for non-co-
operation at Nagpur. Naturally it was binding on those at any rate who
passed it. Can we claim, however, that all those 20,000 have implemented
it? Have all the lawyers who attended the session given up practice? Have
all the students present there left schools and colleges? Have all carried out
the pledge of swadeshi? Have they all taken up the spinning-wheel? But we
may leave all this. Have the resolutions of the Congress Working Committee
'been implemented everywhere? And what could be said of the Congress could
'also be said of less important bodies. In how many of our institutions do mem-
bers abide by the rules they themselves have framed? I have some experience
of public life. I observe that people rarely respect their own rules. Can we
enjoy swaraj till we have corrected this failing? Don't you feel that swaraj lies
in our readiness to respect the rules we prescribe for ourselves in our present
plight? If we lack this today, we are not likely to get it after we have won
swaraj. In other words, swaraj is impossible if we cannot respect our own